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1. How The World Was Made

The earth is a great island floating in a sea of water, and suspended
at each of the four cardinal points by a cord hanging down from
the sky vault, which is of solid rock. When the world grows old
and worn out, the people will die and the cords will break and let
the earth sink down into the ocean, and all will be water again. The
Indians are afraid of this.

When all was water, the animals were above in Gélan'léti, beyond
the arch; but it was very much crowded, and they were wanting
more room. They wondered what was below the water, and at last
Dayuni'si, "Beaver's Grandchild," the little Water-beetle, offered to
go and see if it could learn. It darted in every direction over the
surface of the water, but could find no firm place to rest. Then it
dived to the bottom and came up with some soft mud, which began
to grow and spread on every side until it became the island which
we call the earth. It was afterward fastened to the sky with four
cords, but no one remembers who did this.

At first the earth was flat and very soft and wet. The animals were
anxious to get down, and sent out different birds to see if it was yet
dry, but they found no place to alight and came back again to
Galan'lati. At last it seemed to be time, and they sent out the
Buzzard and told him to go and make ready for them. This was the
Great Buzzard, the father of all the buzzards we see now. He flew
all over the earth, low down near the ground, and it was still soft.
When he reached the Cherokee country, he was very tired, and his
wings began to flap and strike the ground, and wherever they
struck the earth there was a valley, and where they turned up again
there was a mountain. When the animals above saw this, they were
afraid that the whole world would be mountains, so they called him
back, but the Cherokee country remains full of mountains to this
day.



When the earth was dry and the animals came down, it was still
dark, so they got the sun and set it in a track to go every day across
the island from east to west, just overhead. It was too hot this way,
and Tsiska'gili', the Red Crawfish, had his shell scorched a bright
red, so that his meat was spoiled; and the Cherokee do not eat it.
The
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conjurers put the sun another hand-breadth higher in the air, but it
was still too hot. They raised it another time, and another, until it
was seven handbreadths high and just under the sky arch. Then it
was right, and they left it so. This is why the conjurers call the
highest place Glulkwa'gine Di'gilin'ldtiyan’', "the seventh height,"
because it is seven hand-breadths above the earth. Every day the
sun goes along under this arch, and returns at night on the upper
side to the starting place.

There is another world under this, and it is like ours in everything--
animals, plants, and people--save that the seasons are different.
The streams that come down from the mountains are the trails by
which we reach this underworld, and the springs at their heads are
the doorways by which we enter, it, but to do this one must fast
and, go to water and have one of the underground people for a
guide. We know that the seasons in the underworld are different
from ours, because the water in the springs is always warmer in
winter and cooler in summer than the outer air.

When the animals and plants were first made--we do not know by
whom--they were told to watch and keep awake for seven nights,
just as young men now fast and keep awake when they pray to
their medicine. They tried to do this, and nearly all were awake
through the first night, but the next night several dropped off to
sleep, and the third night others were asleep, and then others, until,
on the seventh night, of all the animals only the owl, the panther,



and one or two more were still awake. To these were given the
power to see and to go about in the dark, and to make prey of the
birds and animals which must sleep at night. Of the trees only the
cedar, the pine, the spruce, the holly, and the laurel were awake to
the end, and to them it was given to be always green and to be
greatest for medicine, but to the others it was said: "Because you
have not endured to the end you shall lose your, hair every winter.'

Men came after the animals and plants. At first there were only a
brother and sister until he struck her with a fish and told her to
multiply, and so it was. In seven days a child was born to her, and
thereafter every seven days another, and they increased very fast
until there was danger that the world could not keep them. Then it
was made that a woman should have only one child in a year, and
it has been so ever since.



14. The Deluge

A long time ago a man had a dog, which began to go down to the
river every day and look at the water and howl. At last the man
was angry and scolded the dog, which then spoke to him and said:
"Very soon there is going to be a great freshet and the water will
come so high that everybody will be drowned; but if you will make
a raft to get upon when the rain comes you can be saved, but you
must first throw me into the water." The man did not believe it, and
the dog said, "If you want a sign that I speak the truth, look at the
back of my neck." He looked and saw that the dog's neck had the
skin worn off so that the bones stuck out.

Then he believed the dog, and began to build a raft. Soon the rain
came and he took his family, with plenty of provisions and they all
got upon it. It rained for a long time, and the water rose until the
mountains were covered and all the people in the world were
drowned. Then the rain stopped and the waters went down again,
until at last it was safe to come off the raft. Now there was no one
alive but the man and his family, but one day they heard a sound of
dancing and shouting on the other side of the ridge. The man
climbed to the top and looked over; everything was still, but all
along the valley he saw great piles of bones of the people who had
been drowned, and then he knew that the ghosts had been dancing.



16. The Rabbit Goes Duck
Hunting

The Rabbit was so boastful that he would claim to do whatever he
saw anyone else do, and so tricky that he could usually make the
other animals believe it all. Once he pretended that he could swim
in the water and eat fish just as the Otter did, and when the others
told him to prove it he fixed up a plan so that the Otter himself was
deceived.

Soon afterward they met again and the Otter said, "I eat ducks
sometimes." Said the Rabbit, "Well, I eat ducks too." The Otter
challenged him to try it; so they went up along the river until they
saw several ducks in the water and managed to get near without
being seen. The Rabbit told the Otter to go first. The Otter never
hesitated, but dived from the bank and swam under water until he
reached the ducks, when he pulled one down without being noticed
by the others, and came back in the same way.

While the Otter had been under the water the Rabbit had peeled
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some bark from a sapling and made himself a noose. "Now," he
said, "Just watch me;" and he dived in and swam a little way under
the water until he was nearly choking and had to come up to the
top to breathe. He went under again and came up again a little
nearer to the ducks. He took another breath and dived under, and
this time he came up among the ducks and threw the noose over
the head of one and caught it. The duck struggled hard and finally
spread its wings and flew up from the water with the Rabbit
hanging on to the noose.



It flew on and on until at last the Rabbit could not hold on any
longer, but had to let go and drop. As it happened, he fell into a
tall, hollow sycamore stump without any hole at the bottom to get
out from, and there he stayed until he was so hungry that he had to
eat his own fur, as the rabbit does ever since when he is starving.
After several days, when he was very weak with hunger, he heard
children playing outside around the trees. He began to sing:

Cut a door and look at me;

I'm the prettiest thing you ever did see.

The children ran home and told their father, who came and began
to cut a hole in the tree. As he chopped away the Rabbit inside kept
singing, "Cut it larger, so you can see me better; I'm so pretty."
They made the hole larger, and then the Rabbit told them to stand
back so that they could take a good look as he came out. They
stood away back, and the Rabbit watched his chance and jumped
out and got away.



46. Why The Buzzard's Head
Is Bare

The buzzard used to have a fine topknot, of which he was so proud
that he refused to eat carrion, and while the other birds were
pecking at the body of a deer or other animal which they had found
he would strut around and say: "You may have it all, it is not good
enough for me." They resolved to punish him, and with the help of
the buffalo carried out a plot by which the buzzard lost not his
topknot alone, but nearly all the other feathers on his head. He lost
his pride at the same time, so that he is willing enough now to eat
carrion for a living.



